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CAPTION:
Ralph Cunningham (L), Chairman of the Board of Directors for Princess Louise Park Show Centre Inc., thanks Russell Hall (R) of Hall Bros. Enterprises of Norton, NB, and Kubota Canada, for their contribution of the use of a new Kubota tractor for the 2007 show season.
Hall Brothers Enterprises and Kubota step up to support the Princess Louise Park Show Centre in Sussex, NB
Sussex, NB – July 2, 2007 – The 2007 season at the Princess Louise Park Show Centre in Sussex, NB, is packed with activity from early May through until October. As an agricultural show centre featuring livestock events week after week, one piece of equipment that is crucial to the operation of the centre is a good tractor. Although the Board of Directors of the non-profit organization would love to be able to purchase a tractor for the centre, it will be a while before that can happen. 

Hall Brothers Enterprises in Norton, New Brunswick and Kubota Canada showed their support for New Brunswick’s only dedicated agricultural show centre by contributing the use of an L5240 tractor for the 2007 show season at the Princess Louise Park Show Centre in Sussex, N.B.
Representing Hall Brothers and Kubota Canada, Russell Hall presented the keys for the tractor to Ralph Cunningham, Chairman of the non-profit organization’s Board of Directors. Hall said, “We are pleased to offer our support to the Show Centre organization. This is a unique facility that is used by people from all facets of the agricultural industry. What better spot would there be to showcase Kubota tractors and equipment than the Princess Louise Park Show Centre where farmers and sports people exhibit their animals?”

Cunningham responded, “The Board and the horse and cattle breed clubs, 4-H groups and horse sport organizations that regularly use the Show Centre each week greatly appreciate this support. We always encourage our participants and spectators to reciprocate by supporting those businesses that so generously support us.”
###

Backgrounder

The original Princess Louise Park Committee came into being in 1985 after the Town of Sussex had taken over the former DND property in the 1970s. At that time, the Chamber of Commerce was approached by the Town of Sussex to develop a plan for the area. The overall guidelines for the plan were that it was to become a center for agriculture, recreation and culture. In 1987 the Fredericton-based engineering firm ADI Group Inc. was commissioned to develop a Comprehensive Development Plan for Princess Louise Park.

A part of that plan was to develop an area specifically for animal / livestock related activities. In 1998 the Princess Louise Park Show Centre Inc. was formed as a non-profit organization with the mandate to complete this project. 

Assistance was received from the Town of Sussex, the New Brunswick Departments of Labour and Agriculture Fisheries and Aquaculture, ACOA, the BDP non-commercial program, Development Assistance Program, corporate and individual supporters and countless hours of in-kind labour donated by the Town of Sussex, members of the Sussex Fire Department, RCMP, local service groups and 4-H Clubs. The first barn was constructed in time to house the RCMP Musical Ride in the fall of 1999 and the center opened for business, with an open-air event arena, in June 2000.

Recognizing the physical and seasonal limitations of an outdoor arena, plans were made to implement a second phase for the project – enclosing the arena and adding other facilities and amenities to make the facility’s event season longer and to allow for optional uses. Construction began and the final facility was completed and ready for use in 2004 event season. 

The effect was an immediate increase in event bookings and the season was extended to include the period from late April through to the end of October. Since first opening in 2000, the number of events has more than doubled as of 2005. One of the highlights was the visit by Her Royal Highness Queen Elizabeth II in October, 2003. That event was marked by numerous agricultural demonstrations, particularly by the youth involved in the 4-H organization.

The Centre is operated by Princess Louise Park Show Centre Inc., a not-for-profit organization run by dedicated volunteers assisted by part-time and seasonal employees.

A website has been developed to provide information about the Centre. Further enhancements of the website are underway and visitors are encouraged to return often to see what’s new and check the current event schedule.

The Centre is named after an orphaned Italian Mountain Pony rescued by the Eighth New Brunswick Hussars Regiment from a World War II battlefield near Coriano, Italy in 1944. The Regiment named its newly adopted mascot “Princess Louise” after one of Queen Victoria’s daughters and whose name the Regiment also bears. Despite a Department of Defense ruling that no horses were to be transported to Canada from Europe following the war, the Regiment smuggled the foal back with them. In New Brunswick she became a naturalized Canadian citizen and participated in parades and special events sporting her three wound stripes, war ribbons, regimental and 5th Division patches and service chevrons. She lived to the age of 30 and had three foals during her life.
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