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They reined on Canada Day at the Princess Louise Park Show Centre in Sussex, NB
Sussex, NB – July 3, 2007 – They reined throughout the last week of June and on Canada Day at the Princess Louise Park Show Centre in Sussex, NB. 
According to Reining Canada’s website, “Reining began on the working cattle ranches, where a cowboy or vaquero used their horses to gather, move and hold cattle on the open range. These horses had to be athletic, quick and agile. They had to be extremely responsive to a very light rein. In years gone by, cowboys and vaqueros took pride in their hard working, well-trained horses. Challenges often arose as to who had the best horse. The most talented riders would put their horses through a series of stops and turns, letting the watching crowd determine which rider and horse were the best. These displays are the forerunners of today's reining competitions.

“Today's reining competitions provide a venue for riders to demonstrate the skills of their highly trained and conditioned horses. Trained judges score the reining horse based on its execution of the manoeuvre groups required in a specific pattern.”
In preparation for the two days of competition at the Show Centre last week-end, a 3-day training clinic with Sophie Laverdiere of Quebec was held. Seventeen participants took lessons and then practiced hard in anticipation of performing during the two reining competitions on the week-end.
The competition on Saturday was sponsored by the New Brunswick Codiac Reiners and on Sunday by the Atlantic Reining Horse Association. Levels of competition ranged from ‘Green as Grass’ through Novice to Open and included both youth and adult divisions.

Shawna Sapergia was on the gold medal Nations’ Cup team in 2001, the silver medal CET – Reining at the World Equestrian Games 2002 and also won the individual bronze medal. She qualified for the 2006 World Equestrian Games but was unable to attend. Commenting on the scoring method for Reining Horse competitions, she said, “Judges want to see fast reactions with hardly any contact, on a loose rein. The rider should appear motionless. They also want to see speed in the horse. In essence, the horse (appears to be) trying without the rider moving. They want to see dramatic changes at the markers and big, but smooth and exact transitions. It’s not how you drive a car; there’s no coasting and no popping the clutch. They also want that dressage image of elegance; it is more that way than the way cowboys are depicted in the movies.

“The horse should stop in line with the marker; one step on either side is a penalty, as is the rider moving, taking up the reins or if the horse is ‘anticipating’ (the next move), especially the stops.”

Sand footing is critical for many of the required movements in the pattern. Shawna said, “A ‘good stopper’ trots his front legs and slides on both hind legs. The hind legs are well under the horse’s body from compressing his hindquarters. The head and neck are quite low and the tail bone can actually touch the ground. The tail hairs drag behind. A 30’ to 35’ slide is common for the top horses. But if the slide is deeper (into the footing) it will travel less distance but score higher. The distance is not a make or break issue.”

The week-end reining show drew 49 horses and a record number of ‘runs’ at the Princess Louise Park Show Centre. In the past couple of weeks new sand has been added to the footing in the Arena show ring which helped ease those sliding stops.

###

Backgrounder

The original Princess Louise Park Committee came into being in 1985 after the Town of Sussex had taken over the former DND property in the 1970s. At that time, the Chamber of Commerce was approached by the Town of Sussex to develop a plan for the area. The overall guidelines for the plan were that it was to become a center for agriculture, recreation and culture. In 1987 the Fredericton-based engineering firm ADI Group Inc. was commissioned to develop a Comprehensive Development Plan for Princess Louise Park.

A part of that plan was to develop an area specifically for animal / livestock related activities. In 1998 the Princess Louise Park Show Centre Inc. was formed as a non-profit organization with the mandate to complete this project. 

Assistance was received from the Town of Sussex, the New Brunswick Departments of Labour and Agriculture Fisheries and Aquaculture, ACOA, the BDP non-commercial program, Development Assistance Program, corporate and individual supporters and countless hours of in-kind labour donated by the Town of Sussex, members of the Sussex Fire Department, RCMP, local service groups and 4-H Clubs. The first barn was constructed in time to house the RCMP Musical Ride in the fall of 1999 and the center opened for business, with an open-air event arena, in June 2000.

Recognizing the physical and seasonal limitations of an outdoor arena, plans were made to implement a second phase for the project – enclosing the arena and adding other facilities and amenities to make the facility’s event season longer and to allow for optional uses. Construction began and the final facility was completed and ready for use in 2004 event season. 

The effect was an immediate increase in event bookings and the season was extended to include the period from late April through to the end of October. Since first opening in 2000, the number of events has more than doubled as of 2005. One of the highlights was the visit by Her Royal Highness Queen Elizabeth II in October, 2003. That event was marked by numerous agricultural demonstrations, particularly by the youth involved in the 4-H organization.

The Centre is operated by Princess Louise Park Show Centre Inc., a not-for-profit organization run by dedicated volunteers assisted by part-time and seasonal employees. A website has been developed to provide information about the Centre. Further enhancements of the website are underway and visitors are encouraged to return often to see what’s new and check the current event schedule.

Nice to Know:

The Centre is named after an orphaned Italian Mountain Pony rescued by the Eighth New Brunswick Hussars Regiment from a World War II battlefield near Coriano, Italy in 1944. The Regiment named its newly adopted mascot “Princess Louise” after one of Queen Victoria’s daughters and whose name the Regiment also bears. Despite a Department of Defense ruling that no horses were to be transported to Canada from Europe following the war, the Regiment smuggled the foal back with them. In New Brunswick she became a naturalized Canadian citizen and participated in parades and special events sporting her three wound stripes, war ribbons, regimental and 5th Division patches and service chevrons. She lived to the age of 30 and had three foals during her life.
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