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2007_02_22 4-H 031 Quick reflexes from both rider and horse are needed to excel in cattle penning.

2007_07_22 4-H 003 7-year-old Owen Hornbrook won the Cloverbud Beef Showmanship class

2007_07_22 4-H 004  Sally McKenna happily showing off her new rabbit ‘Spot”, given to her by friend Courtney Chown who exhibited the popular bunny as ‘Checkers’.

From bunnies to bovines, the Kings County 4-H Beef Club Achievement Day was a huge success.
Sussex, NB – July 22, 2007 – It was a full day of activity for the members of the Kings County 4-H Beef Club during their 2007 Achievement Day held at the Princess Louise Park Show Centre in Sussex, NB. Two barns were filled with animals groomed to perfection and display booths showcasing the many projects undertaken by the members of this versatile 4-H club.
Although the club’s name specifies beef, members are involved in a wide variety of things including raising and showing light (riding) horses, heavy (draft) horses, rabbits, dogs, goats, poultry, sheep, dairy and beef cattle. They’re also involved in learning about photography and the growing trend of scrapbooking.

The morning competition focused on showmanship – where each young person displayed his or her animal for the judge while the judges observed the competency in animal handling by each exhibitor. After all of the individual divisions were complete, there was a competition for “Champion Overall Showmanship”. This is a particularly demanding and difficult test of showmanship because the champion from each of the other divisions must show competency in exhibiting all of the various forms of livestock. If you normally exhibit poultry and have to handle a draft horse, it can be a tad intimidating. But, these young people were up for the challenge.

The afternoon competitions focused on the animals bred and raised by the 4-H members.

The Ronnie Wilkins Memorial Cattle Penning Ring just outside the Show Centre was busy with an all-day cattle penning competition. People always enjoy watching to see if the cattle can outwit the riders – and it happens a lot! In this timed event, a team of three people have to separate designated cattle from the herd, move them to the opposite end of the ring and drive them into an enclosure – all under a specified time allowed. Those with the right number of cattle in the enclosure in the least amount of time – win.
Next week-end the Princess Louise Park Show Centre will be hosting a two-day dressage show. A schedule indicating who’s riding which horse ,at what level, and when should be available on the Dressage New Brunswick website: www.dressagenb.com 
A little about us:

The Princess Louise Park Show Centre is located in Sussex, New Brunswick, near the 8th Hussars Sport Arena. The Show Centre is home to shows, clinics and competitions, celebrating our agricultural heritage, from early May through late October. Parking is plentiful and free and admission to most events is free, too. For details on the event schedule, go to www.plpshowcentre.com. 
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